

ADOPTED 10/23/18


Introduced by Council Member Morgan and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Hazouri, Dennis, Crescimbeni, Newby, Pittman and Becton and R. Gaffney: 


RESOLUTION 2018-692-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMEMORATING THE LIFE AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF JACKSONVILLE FREE PRESS PUBLISHER RITA PERRY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, Rita Carter Perry was born in New Jersey, grew up in Michigan and was educated in the Detroit public schools. After attending Wayne State University and the Denver Institute of Art, she returned to Detroit to work in promotions and marketing for the legendary Motown Records while also attending the University of Detroit; and


WHEREAS, Ms. Perry’s work in the music industry included a stint at Stax Records in Memphis as well as artist management before she changed paths and began a career in newspapers at the Macon Times in Georgia. She and her family relocated to Jacksonville in 1972 where she became a writer for the Florida Star under the tutelage of its editor and publisher Eric Simpson; and


WHEREAS, the newspaper work led Rita Perry into the larger field of mass communications, and she subsequently moved to the world of radio, eventually becoming General Manager of a group of 13 successful radio stations covering the Northeast Florida market. It was while she was managing radio stations that her life-long interest in civic activism led to the founding of the Jacksonville United Community Club, an organization dedicated to coordinating the activities of numerous civic and social organizations to benefit the community through collective action and events, such as “Come Together Day”; and

WHEREAS, raised by parents dedicated to justice and equal rights, Ms. Perry had a passion for advocacy, education and action, which eventually led her to found the Jacksonville Free Press newspaper in 1986, a publication dedicated to positive news, empowering the community, and spurring action to address problems. Ms. Perry ran the newspaper as its Publisher for more than 30 years, using it as a force for progress and positive change; and

WHEREAS, Rita Perry’s energy and activism knew no bounds, and she was instrumentally important in leading and supporting scores of institutions, organizations and causes including, among many others, the National Council of Negro Women, the NAACP, the Jacksonville Chamber of Commerce, the Urban League, the Clara White Mission, and the Girl Scouts of America; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Perry received numerous awards and recognitions for her contributions, including the MLK Foundation Award for Exceptional Service to the African American Community, the FCCJ Award for Outstanding Achievement, the National Association of Negro Business and Professional Women’s Club Award for Invaluable Support and Contribution, and the 2013 Mayor’s Trailblazer Award; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commemorates the life and outstanding accomplishments of Jacksonville Free Press founder and publisher Rita Carter Perry, and extends to her family, friends and admirers the City’s sincere condolences on her passing. Ms. Perry was the epitome of a citizen activist and was an important conscience for our community. Her innumerable achievements will be long remembered with gratitude.
Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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